
February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

We Gather In God’s Presence 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Gathering In Song VU 315  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” vs 1 

 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Birthdays, Celebrations, and Life and Work of the Congregation – see last page … 

Call to Worship          
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator, 

We praise you in song and in prayer. 

We worship you, God of our mothers and fathers, 

We worship you in our living and in our discipleship. 

With voices united our praises we offer. 

Hymn MV 23  “Come, O Holy Spirit” 

Come, O Holy Spirit, set the church on fire; 

strike it as the lightning hits a posing spire. 

Burn away the structures and consume the sham 

of our holy systems; Come, in Jesus’ name! 

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  

Blow away the cobwebs of our stubborn past. 

Come, send flying from us myths unfit to last. 

Wind of change, refresh us and disturb our calm; 

teach us what true love is, take our hearts by storm. 

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  

Free us from the babble of our Babel mind; 

spark in us a language all can understand. 

Lighten then our darkness, come and show us how 

all the world lies open: Pentecost is now! 

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  

Come, come, come in Jesus’ name! Take our hearts by storm. 

All the world lies open: Pentecost is now!  Amen! 



Opening Prayer (unison) 

Holy one, you call us to be salt – to be an agent of healing, and to make life more piquant: more 

stimulating, more exciting, more full, more worthwhile.  You call us to be salt of the earth – to be kind, 

reliable, honest, generous, forgiving, gracious, loving.  You call us to be worth our salt – to be competent 

Christians, sharing the good news of your grace with all whom we meet.  Grant us the courage, the 

imagination, the energy we need to be all that you call us to be.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.   

 

We Worship God 

A New Creed 

We are not alone,  

     we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

     who has created and is creating, 

     who has come in Jesus, 

          the Word made flesh, 

          to reconcile and make new, 

     who works in us and others 

          by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 

     to celebrate God’s presence, 

     to live with respect in Creation, 

     to love and serve others, 

     to seek justice and resist evil, 

     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

          our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

     God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

     Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Invest in God’s Mission 

Because of you we provide a safe place to ask questions, recruit and equip disciples to live and to lead 
in the Way of Jesus, care for those living in the margins in our community and in our world, delve into 
questions of faith and belief, encounter God in worship, and so much more.  Our tithes and other 
offerings will be received by the offering plate, CanadaHelps, and Canada Post.    

Offering Hymn VU 540  “Grant Us, God, the Grace” 

Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully. 

Offering Prayer  

Holy One, accept and bless these offerings that they may loose the bonds of injustice, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, house the homeless, and bind up the brokenhearted, in other words, may they bring 
about justice for all.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
 
 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession (with refrain) 

& The Lord’s Prayer 

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come.  VU 952 

God of community, Creator, Christ, and Spirit; One. 

Through your Holy Spirit you become one with us. 

Through Christ you call us to be one with you and with one another. 

We are gathered here as one body, and as one we lift our prayers to you.  

  

By your Holy Spirit inspire your church with power, unity and peace.  May it maintain the diversity of over 

30,000 denominations and, for the sake of the world, may it act as one.  This week we pray specifically for 

Dunlop Central United Church in Sarnia, and their spiritual leader, the Rev. Adam Kilner. 

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come. 

Strengthen this congregation in its work and worship.  May we truly follow you in thought word and deed, 

that our lives may conform to the life of your Son and may the lives we live be a witness to your love and 

grace for all the world.   

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come. 

We pray for the peoples of this world, brothers and sisters all, regardless of nationality, religion, race or 

any other thing that we use to divide one family into many.  This week we pray especially for the peoples 

of Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, and Vatican City. 

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come. 

We pray for this living and life giving creation in which we live and move and have our being.  For the sake 

of land, sea, and sky; for fish, fowl, and all that moves upon the surface of this world may we be good 

stewards of your Creation.  May we live with respect in it and use your gifts with reverence.   

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come. 

Compassionate God, you sent your son, our Saviour, to heal the broken-hearted, cure the lame, give sight 

to the blind, and heal the sick, for you know that when one of us suffers we are all affected.  We pray for 

those who mourn a loss; especially we think of the friends and family of Betty Lawson and Agnes Worthy, 

and for those who are ill or dying, awaiting medical treatement or recovering from medical intervention, 

especially we pray for Christopher Pierce….. 

and their loved ones and their caregivers and those known only in the silence of our own hearts…… 

Restore all for whom we pray that they and we may be made whole.   

Refrain: Through our lives and by our prayers your Kingdom come. 

All this we pray in the name of the one who came to restore us to right relationship with you, our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus the Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever, and who taught us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 



Responsive Reading: Psalm 112:1-9, (10) 

Refrain: The just shall trust in God alone. 

Blessed are those who fear God, 

 who greatly delight in God's commandments. 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land, 

the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 Riches and plenty shall be in their house, 

 their righteousness enduring forever. 

They are a light in the darkness for the upright, 

being gracious, compassionate and just. 

 It goes well with those who lend generously, 

 who conduct their affairs with justice.   

Refrain: The just shall trust in God alone. 

For the righteous will never be shaken; 

they will be kept in remembrance for ever. 

 They will not live in fear of bad news; 

 with resolute heart they trust in God. 

Their heart is steady, they do not fear; 

in the end they will see their enemies' downfall. 

 They distribute freely to the poor, 

 their righteousness enduring forever; 

 they will hold up their heads in honour. 

Refrain: The just shall trust in God alone. 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with 

superior speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 

proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

The True Wisdom of God 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 

age, who are being destroyed. But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed 

before the ages for our glory and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

    nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 

God. For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 

comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

 

The other readings for this week are: Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12); Matthew 5:13-20  



Hymn VU 326  “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 O for a thousand tongues to sing 

 my great Redeemer's praise, 

 the glories of my God and King, 

 the triumphs of God's grace. 

 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 

 that bids our sorrows cease; 

 'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

 'tis life and health and peace. 

 He speaks, and listening to his voice, 

 new life the dead receive, 

 the mournful broken-hearts rejoice, 

 the humble poor believe. 

 Hear him, you deaf; you voiceless ones, 

 your tongues again employ; 

 you blind, behold your Saviour comes, 

 and leap, you lame, for joy! 

 My gracious Master and my God, 

 assist me to proclaim, 

 to spread through all the earth abroad 

 the honours of your name.      

Meditation: “Born of Spirit” 

We Go Forth With God’s Blessing 

Hymn VU 601  “The Church of Christ in Every Age” 

 The church of Christ in every age, 

 beset by change but Spirit led, 

 must claim and test its heritage 

 and keep on rising from the dead. 

 Across the world, across the street 

 the victims of injustice cry 

 for shelter and for bread to eat, 

 and never live until they die. 

 Then let the servant church arise, 

 a caring church that longs to be 

 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 For Christ alone, whose blood was shed, 

 can cure the fever in our blood, 

 and teach us how to share our bread 

 and feed the starving multitude. 

 

 



 We have no mission but to serve 

 in full obedience to our Lord: 

 to care for all without reserve 

 and spread Christ's liberating word. 

Commissioning and Benediction    

Jesus calls us the salt of the earth,  

and reminds us of our calling to shine God’s light in this world’s darkness. 

As our worship draws to an end, and our ministry starts afresh, let us go 

Seeking to deepen our relationship with God, 

Living our discipleship boldly, 

Daring to work for justice, and to resist evil in all its forms. 

Amen!  

Sung Response:  VU 79 vs 1 “Arise, Your Light Is Come” 

     Arise, your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey; 

     show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL: 

Part Two of our study “The Heart of Christianity” runs Tuesdays at Two for the seven weeks of Lent, 

from February 21 until April 4 inclusive.  We will plan to meet in person at Dorchester United Church, 

with a zoom link for those not comfortable or able to attend in person.  If you are interested in joining this 

study, please contact Rev. Mark.   (Please read Chapter 6 Born Again, for the 21st) 

The Soul is the Piano with Many Strings   

A Piano recital with Bruce Vogt  

Sunday, February 12th, 2023 at 1:30 p.m.  

Dundas Street Centre United Church  

42 Dundas Street, London.   

Freewill offering to support the church’s Out of the Cold Meals Program.  

UNION: 

Outreach for February – Port Stanley and Sparta Food Bank (personal hygiene products)  

DORCHESTER: 

Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, February 12 following worship.  

Lectionary Readings for next week: (February 12, Sixth after Epiphany) 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 

  


